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Our mission is to promote the open 
development, evolution, and use of the Internet 
for the benefit of all people throughout the 
world.  



How We Work 
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Who We Are 



Global Presence 

91 Chapters 

65,000+ Members 

145 Organization 
Members 

5 Regional Bureaus 

Internet Society Offices 
in 17 Countries 
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North America 

Asia Pacific 
Africa 

Europe 

Latin America 
and the Caribbean 



Internet Engineering Task Force 
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Technology 
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Internet Development  

Waiting for someone to send me an image for this 
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Future Generations 
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Internet Population 

2.4 billion people online worldwide 
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+5 Billion Still to Come Online 

The Internet becomes increasingly more valuable, useful, and 
interesting when more people, businesses, institutions, and 
ideas are connected to it.   

More People           More Ideas              Better Internet 

= = 



Success of the Internet 
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§  Open, accessible, and globally interoperable 
technical standards  

§  Inclusive, transparent, multi-stakeholder 
governance model  

§  Globally distributed and participatory 
responsibility for its technical and 
administrative functions 

§  Permission-less innovation; creativity and the 
freedom of choice in the hands of users/
individuals  

…the spirit of the Internet is based on the principles of sharing, open 
access, and choice.  
 



Internet Governance 
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World Conference of International 
Telecommunications 



Source: http://www.itu.int/osg/wcit-12/highlights/signatories.html  

18 

WCIT Treaty Support 



World Conference on International 
Telecommunications (WCIT-12) Final Acts 
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http://www.itu.int/en/wcit-12/ 
 

The revised treaty contains new language relating to  
§  network security, and  

§  unsolicited bulk electronic communications, or spam  

Concerns:  

§  potential limitations on the Internet, and  

§  restrictions on content  
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Developing Countries – Internet Priorities 
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Support for the Multi-stakeholder Model 



Fragmented Internet 
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Access for All  
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“If the Internet stumbles, it will not be because we 
lack for technology, vision, or motivation. It will be 
because we cannot set a direction and collectively 
march into the future.”   

Vint Cerf and Bob Kahn 
February 1998  

Vint Cerf Bob Kahn 



What Can We Do? 
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§  Be vigilant − support and defend a free 
and open Internet  

§  Uphold the multi-stakeholder 
collaborative aspects of Internet 
governance 

§  Ensure the continued support for  
the broad definition of Internet 
governance (WSIS 2005) 

§  Internet governance should  
not be about critical Internet  
resources, the Internet’s administrative 
functions, or any one organization 

§  Participate – Participate – Participate!  



Defend the Free and Open Internet 
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